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public control, and was willing to permit assistant, though not head-teachers, to volunteer for this teaching.1 But though Archbishop Davidson appears to have favoured this settlement, the other bishops required many more concessions, and this last effort too was abandoned.
AL                    The Lords, meanwhile, had rejected the Plural Voting Bill
j,               and drastically amended other Liberal Bills such as the Irish
*1               Town Tenants Bill and the Agricultural Holdings Bill.   The
i                only important measure which they left intact was the Trades
Disputes Bill, which restored the right of peaceful picketing and the immunity of Trade Union funds from civil proceedings and saved strikes from being treated as offences under the laws of conspiracy. In effect the law was brought back to the position in which all parries had assumed it to be until certain recent judgments in the law-courts, but there was much controversy among lawyers as to the proper way of reaching this conclusion; and though the Lords accepted the Government Bill, they did so frankly on the tactical ground that it was not expedient at the moment to challenge organized labour on this issue.
With this exception, the peers made it clear that they were not to be deterred by the largest Liberal majority from dealing as they thought fit with Liberal legislation, and in the following session they made short work of the Government's land legislation for Scotland, and so amended an Irish "Evicted Tenants" Bill that Irish members declared it to be quite valueless. Liberals were now saying loudly that, if this went on, appeals to the country would be quite useless, when they resulted in a Liberal majority. The measures they had proposed were entirely in line with the programme they had put before the country; they had received an enormous majority for that programme and yet they had been prevented from fulfilling their promises and carrying out their programme, by a second Chamber which had accepted without demur or-any serious amendment, the whole of the legislation presented to them by Unionist Governments in the previous ten years. Whatever second Chamber might be desirable, said the Prime Minister, it ought not to be one which was
1 An exception was made for existing head-teachers In voluntary schools which would have been transferred to the local authorities.
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